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Welcome to the Department of Philosophy  

We are particularly well-known for our strength in the philosophy of science, very 
broadly construed to include e.g. logic and formal epistemology, but also have 
leading researchers in applied ethics, phenomenology and the philosophy of 
medicine. We also host the Centre for Science and Philosophy, which promotes the 
interpretation of science through collaboration with other disciplines. We continually 
have major research projects running in the department, each hosting a number of 
workshops, conferences, reading groups and visiting scholars throughout the year. 
For more details about our research see our people profiles.  

Teaching on undergraduate and postgraduate degrees is informed by our 
academics' latest research findings, providing our students with a dynamic 
environment of experimental thought and discussion in which to study. This is 
complemented by the work of our research postgraduates, who make a significant 
and valued contribution to the department's research culture. We have an 
active seminar programme, and in recent years, many of the world's leading 
philosophers have visited the department. 

Our student community is a busy and committed one, with a student-led Philosophy 
Society that organises regular social events and discussion forums. 

 

Study Abroad Academic Director 

The Study Abroad Academic Director is your main point of academic contact in the 

Department. They will review your Learning Agreement, can advise on unit choices, and 

address any academic queries you may have about your Erasmus studies at Bristol. 

The Study Abroad Academic Director for Philosophy is: 

Martin Sticker 

Martin.sticker@bristol.ac.uk  

 

Department/School’s admin contact details  

sart-philadmin@bristol.ac.uk 

 

Global Opportunities Team 

Alongside your host School, the Global Opportunities Team are here to support you during 

your time in Bristol. Please do not hesitate to contact the Team with any non-academic 

queries you might have about your Erasmus programme. 

Tel: +44 117 39 40207  

E-mail: global-opportunities@bristol.ac.uk 

Website: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/global-opportunities/at-bristol/ 

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/philosophy/csp/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/school-of-arts/people/group/dept/2245
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/philosophy/events/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/BristolPhilosophySociety
https://www.facebook.com/BristolPhilosophySociety
mailto:Martin.sticker@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:sart-philadmin@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:global-opportunities@bristol.ac.uk
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/global-opportunities/at-bristol/
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Programme details 

The Philosophy Department is your host Department at Bristol. You will be based in the 

Department during your stay and receive support from their Student Administration Team in 

the School Office and the Department’s Study Abroad Academic Director. 

 

How many credits am I required to take at Bristol? 

Erasmus students can select up to 120 Bristol credits (60 ECTS) if studying for a full year or 

60 Bristol credits (30 ECTS) if studying for one semester only. This is considered a full-time 

workload therefore you cannot exceed 60 credits per semester. If you have sought 

permission from your home university, the minimum number of credits you can study in one 

semester is 50 (25 ECTS) or 100 per year (50 ECTS). 

 

How many credits do I need to take within my host Department? 

Philosophy Erasmus+ students are required to take most of their credits in their host 

Department. 

For a full year student this would mean taking at least 80 credits (out of 120) in the 

Department. For single semester students, this means taking at least 40 credits (out of 60) in 

your host Department. 

It is important that you are registered on the correct number of credits within your host 

Department to reflect your Erasmus pathway and the partnership agreement between the 

Department and your home university. 

 

Can I study for one semester only or for the full academic year? 

At the University of Bristol, the academic year starts in September and ends in June. There 

are two semesters (at Bristol we refer to these as ‘Teaching Blocks’): 

Teaching Block 1 (autumn semester) – September to January 

Teaching Block 2 (spring semester) – January to June 

The Department accepts applications for a full year or a single semester. Please note that 

you must select units which are taught in the appropriate Teaching Block (you can find this 

information in the Unit Catalogue).   

 

Learning Agreements 

Applicants submit an Erasmus Learning Agreement during the application process. The 

document should indicate the units they wish to take at Bristol. The choices made in the 

initial Learning Agreement are subject to confirmation by the host Department, which may 

require changes for both learning and administrative reasons. Students may request 

changes to their initial choices at the start of the year, but these are subject to approval by 

the Department. 

 



 

4 

 

Units 

Erasmus students are permitted to take units from Years 1-3. Registration on units is 

dependent on availability and where students have met any pre-requisites for a class listed 

on the Unit Catalogue. 

Unit codes in the Department of Philosophy begin with PHIL. This is followed by a number 

indicating the year (1, 2, 3). For example: 

PHIL10000 = Year 1 unit 

PHIL 20000 = Year 2 unit 

PHIL30000 = Year 3 unit 

Each unit has an entry on the University’s Unit Catalogue 2021-22. Applicants are strongly 

encouraged to review unit details on the Catalogue before listing this on their Learning 

Agreement, including checking assessment information. The Unit Catalogue for 2021-22 will 

be updated by April. 

Students are not guaranteed enrolment on the units listed on their Learning Agreement. 

Successful applicants are issued an offer of study, and their Learning Agreements are 

passed onto their host Department. They will contact students, usually shortly before the 

start of the semester, with more feedback on the availability of your unit choices. 

It is possible to take units that are not the same level, for example a Year 2 class and a Year 

3 class. However, Bristol students do not mix units from different levels, so many of these 

classes can be timetabled for the same time. You will only be able to take units where you 

can attend all teaching. You will need to change units if your choices result in a clash on 

your timetable. 

 

What units are available for Erasmus students? 

Logic and Critical Thinking PHIL1003220 
 
Introduction to Philosophy A PHIL1000520 
 
Readings in Value Theory PHIL1003320 
 
Knowledge and Reality PHIL1003420 
 
Introduction to Philosophy B PHIL1000620 
 
Realism and Normativity PHIL20046 
 
First Extended Essay PHIL3010720 
 
Second Extended Essay PHIL3010820 
 
Philosophy of Mind (PHIL20010)  
  
Capital and Spirit (PHIL20050 Texts in Modern European Philosophy I)  
  
Aesthetics (PHIL20136)  
 

https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/Welcome.jsa?ayrCode=21%2F22
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Ethics (PHIL20011)   
  
Philosophy of Mathematics 1 (PHIL20039)  
  
Death, Dying, and Disease (PHIL20049)  
  
Space, Time, and Matter (PHIL20053)  
  
Ancient Philosophy: Classical Thought in Greece and China (PHIL20040)  
  
What is democracy, and how should it work? (PHIL20057)  
  
Philosophy of Physics (PHIL30052 Philosophical Issues of Physical Sciences)   
  
Evolution, Life and Culture (Philosophy of Biology PHIL30063)  
  
Virtue and Wellbeing (PHIL30126)  
  
Capital and Spirit (PHIL30116 Texts in Modern European Philosophy II)  
  
What is This Thing Called Science? (PHIL30049 Philosophy of Science)  
 
Philosophy of Psychology (PHIL30077)  
  
Philosophy of Mathematics 2 (PHIL30090)    
  
Death, Dying, Disease (PHIL30115)   
  
Philosophy and the Environment (PHIL30112)  
  
Evil, Deviance, and Crime (PHIL30127)  
 

 

Can Erasmus students take Postgraduate level units in their host Department? 

Selected postgraduate units from Philosophy are available to Erasmus students. They are: 

Epistemology and Metaphysics PHILM002120 
Philosophical Writing and Research Seminar PHILM002520 
Value Theory PHILM002620 
Philosophy Essay Unit 4 PHILM001220 
Philosophy Essay Unit 5 PHILM001320 
Essay Unit 6 PHILM002420 
Scientific Epistemology and Methodology PHILM000420 
Philosophy of Physics PHILM000520 
Philosophy of Biology PHILM000620 
History of Science PHILM000720  
Philosophy and History of Mathematics PHILM001620 
Philosophy of Psychology PHILM002020 
Project PHILM000820 
Philosophy of Probability PHILM002820 
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These units are normally taken by students who have studied philosophy for at least 3 years 

beforehand and are at an appropriate level of study to take postgraduate units. The 

Department cannot accept requests for any postgraduate units not listed above. 

Undergraduate and postgraduate units are marked under different marking criteria. The pass 

mark for undergraduate units is 40 (out of 100), whilst the pass mark for postgraduate units 

is 50. 

 

Can Erasmus students take units outside their host Department? 

It is important that Erasmus students take most of their credits within their host Department. 

For a full year student this would mean at least 80 credits (of 120), and for single-semester 

students this means at least 40 credits (of 60) in the Department of Philosophy. 

Erasmus students can take the rest of their credits from outside the School, but there are 

several points to consider: 

▪ Your host Department cannot register you on classes outside the School. You will 

need to contact the School which owns the unit to enquire about availability. 

▪ You should request units that are suitable for your academic background and level of 

study. Years 2 and 3 units assume prior knowledge of the subject, so you should only 

requests units at this level where you have studied the subject before. 

▪ Erasmus students are not guaranteed classes outside their host Department.  

▪ Erasmus students cannot take research/independent-based projects, dissertation 

work, or fieldwork units from other Schools. 

 

 

When are unit timetables made available to students? 

All students are provided with a personal timetable. These are normally made available after 

registration and shortly before the start of teaching. It will not be possible to provide 

timetables before this time as they are constructed and released by the University’s central 

Timetabling Team and not made available upon individual requests. 

 

Centre of Academic Language and Development 

If you would like to develop your academic English language skills, the Centre for Academic 

Language and Development offers a range of optional units. The centre’s Academic 

Listening and Speaking, Academic Reading and Writing, and Teaching English as a Foreign 

Language units are designed to complement and enhance your UK studies. Visit the centre’s 

website to register for these units: 

www.bristol.ac.uk/academic-language/study/current-students/for-undergraduate/optional-

units/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/academic-language/study/current-students/for-undergraduate/optional-units/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/academic-language/study/current-students/for-undergraduate/optional-units/
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Assessment 

The University of Bristol has two main assessment periods: 

▪ January (where assessments are completed for Teaching Block 1 classes) 

▪ May-June (where assessments are completed for Teaching Block 2 classes, or full 

year units).  

Most timed assessments (for example, online or on-campus timed examinations) are 

normally held in the main assessment periods. Please be aware that some timed 

assessments are also held within the semester and not the exam period. This may include, 

but is not limited to, in-class tests, individual or group presentations, and practical work. 

Coursework deadlines can also fall across the semester. 

Each unit has an entry on the Unit Catalogue. This contains information on how the class is 

assessed. Students are strongly encouraged to review this information when selecting their 

units. Coursework, and other assessment deadlines, are often provided when the semester 

begins, and students are expected to make a note of these dates and plan their work 

accordingly. 

You will not be permitted to resit any work failed during your time at Bristol, and you 

cannot defer work to another assessment period. 

 


